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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, June 1, 2016; opening 

at 7:31 p.m.  Mayor Dzenko presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

     Present:   Cassar, Dzenko, Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki 

     Absent:   None 

     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 

 

  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

 Moved by Lorenz, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for June 1, 2016, as 

submitted. 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cassar, to approve the following minutes as submitted. 

 

 May 3, 2016, Study Session 

 May 11, 2016, Budget Public Hearing 

 May 11, 2016, Regular Meeting 

 May 24, 2016, Study Session 

 

 Yes: All 

 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 

 

          

APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS 

 

 Moved by Meskin, seconded Lorenz, to approve the voucher report for May totaling 

$152,233.18, as submitted.   

 

May Payroll                    $ 53,643.71   Check #'s  11803-11807 

 DD2624-DD2647 

 EFT1054-EFT1060 

    

Accts Pay-May              $ 98,589.47              Check #’s  48872-48902 

       EFT  1203-1205 (E) 

 Totaling $ 152,233.18  ACH  1202 (A) 

         

 Yes: All 
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 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS  

 

Martin reported since May just ended the DPW, Police and Attorney reports for May will be provided 

next month. 

 

Mayor Dzenko received the Parks & Recreation Committee report. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 

Jim Smith reported for the Memorial Day Parade Committee.  He read a letter of thanks to all the 

volunteers, the original of which is on file in the Clerk’s office.   Pete Peters commended Jim Smith 

for his work.  Jim Endres nominated Jim Smith as Committee Chair of the Memorial Parade for the 

next 10 years.   

 

 

BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  

 

Nicole Menuck shared West Bloomfield Township negotiated in their contract to have the large bins 

on wheels provided free to all residents.  She asked why the Garbage and Rubbish is part of taxes and 

not paid equally.  She would just like to understand why it is done the way we do it.   

 

Helen Jane Peters thanked Jim Smith for the parade and stated she posted a picture of Girl Scouts 

lining up for the Sylvan Lake Memorial Day parade when it first started.  She announced coming 

events:  Plant Exchange-June 4th and Home and Garden Tour-June 25th.  Docents and drivers are still 

needed.  There will be seven homes on the tour.    

 

 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  

 

Memorial Day Parade 

Martin hoped everybody had a wonderful Memorial Day weekend as the unofficial start of Summer!  

For those of you that were out of town for the weekend, you missed a wonderful Memorial Day 

Parade, a lot of participants and a lot of fun.  Thank you once again Jim Smith for heading up the 

parade this year.  There were many people involved to make it a success.  Martin pointed out one 

little thing, the “City Hall” float was announced as the “Police Department” float, it was just pulled 

by a 4-wheeler driven by a police officer.  The girls at City Hall created and decorated it.  
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Events 

Last month’s events were the annual Sylvan Shuffle, City-wide Garage Sale and Michigan Week 

Awards Breakfast where several Sylvan Lake residents and committees received awards.  Next 

Saturday will be a packed day.  From 10 to noon is the annual plant exchange at Memorial Park.  

There will be plenty of plants for you to exchange with some of your own, or you can purchase plants 

very inexpensively.  From 11 to 3 will be the 10th annual Family Fun Day hosted by the Police 

Department.  Make sure you come out and grab a bite to eat and see what’s going on.  It will be 

followed by a movie night hosted by Parks and Recreation.   

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS  

 

Cassar reserved his comments for Garbage and Fund discussions.  He congratulated Jim Smith on a 

great parade and all the volunteers who helped. 

 

Lorenz dittoed Cassar’s comments and thanked Jim Smith and hopes he will continue to Chair the 

parade. 

 

Zubrzycki shared he couldn’t be at the parade but watched it online, which was nice to see.  He 

thanked everyone who participated.  He stated the Sylvan Shuffle was great fun!    

 

Meskin thanked everyone who participated in the parade and Jim Smith.  He announced Home and 

Garden tickets are on sale at City Hall and at the Detroit Garden Works, $12 in advance and $15 day 

of the tour.   

 

Dzenko appreciates everyone being here.  He complemented the Parks and Recreation Committee for 

all the work they do and felt this needed to be acknowledged. It is voluntary and they do a fantastic 

job.  The more they use the Community Center the more we are a community.  Dzenko 

complimented Martin on a great job on singing for the Memorial Day Service. 

        

 

ACTION ITEMS  

           

a. Mayoral Appointment to the Tri-City Fire Board 

 

Mayor Dzenko stated Russ Meskin has agreed to serve another term and would like to appoint him to 

the Tri-City Fire Board for a 2-year term. 

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Russell 

Meskin to the Tri-City Fire Board for a 2-year term. 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None      MOTION CARRIED 
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b. Mayoral Appointment to the Tri-City Fire Board 

 

 Mayor Dzenko stated he spoke with Matthew Benavides and would like to appoint him to the 

Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communications Commission for a 3-year term. 

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Matthew 

Benavides to the Greater West Bloomfield Cable Communications Commission for a 3-year term. 

 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None      MOTION CARRIED  

 

 

c. Garbage and Rubbish Contract Extension with Rizzo Environmental Services 

 

Martin made a presentation explaining the current contract and the proposed Rizzo 5-year contract 

with a 3-year option to extend and funding.  The Garbage and Rubbish budget includes the Rizzo 

Contract, park and street cleanup, household hazardous waste, and spring/fall cleanup.   

 

He explained the proposed funding for setting an annual fee to cover the cost for the contract 

including trash, recycling, yard waste and curbside leaf collection.  Then the millage rate will be 

reduced to collect the remaining revenue for the fund.  He showed a comparison spreadsheet so 

residents could see what they are currently paying and what the proposed cost will be.  Higher 

taxable values will see a decrease while lower taxable values will pay an increase.  He also explained 

why the general fund can’t pay for the shortfall in the Garbage and Rubbish Fund or other funds.   

 

Zubrzycki stated City Council has been discussing the contract since February.  He did some research 

on hauling contracts and found this is a really good contract.  He did some comparable’s with 

surrounding communities, Bloomfield Twp., Rochester and Keego Harbor and found this is a good 

deal for the city.  

 

Cassar shared he started discussing how the contract is paid for when he first got on City Council.  

He stated Martin has worked hard on getting the City a good deal and he feels this contract is a good 

deal and they should sign it.   

 

Steve Stein asked for clarification if the cost would be $4 less if the residents bagged their leaves. 

Martin informed him he was correct.  Stein agreed it is a good contract and is ok with it. 

 

Pete Peters asked if they got any other bids.  Dzenko stated this is an extension of the current contract 

only. 
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Nicole Menuck asked if they can spread this evenly why can’t all things be spread evenly, giving the 

example of street paving or fire services.  Attorney Schultz explained how they are only evenly 

spreading the contract with Rizzo and all the other things are city services which will be a millage.   

She asked how other communities are paying for their city cleanup services.  Dzenko stated it is a 

tax/millage, but may be paid from another funds instead of a Garbage & Rubbish fund. Menuck 

asked if the tax bill will show differently for the millage description because currently it says G&R 

Leaf Collection.  Dryden thanked her and stated they will have to look at changing that wording.   

 

 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Lorenz, to approve the contract extension with Rizzo 

Environmental Services with the contract and pricing as presented, for 5 years with an additional 3-

year option, with the final contract being reviewed and approved by the City Manager and City 

Attorney.   

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None 

        MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

d. Ordinance 325 to Amend Chapter 54 of the Code of Ordinances “Solid Waste” 

 

Martin stated this basically allows the City to fund solid waste by a fee and millage. 

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Lorenz, to approve Ordinance 325 amending Chapter 54 – Solid 

Waste, of the Code of Ordinances, coordinating the due date with the Clerk. 

 

 Yes:  Cassar, Dzenko, Lorenz, Meskin, Zubrzycki 

 No:   None 

        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 

 

 

e. Resolution Establishing the Per Household Cost of the Contract with Rizzo Environmental 

services 

 

This resolution sets the flat fee portion of funding for the Garbage and Rubbish Rizzo Contract only.  

The annual rate this year will be $185.40. 

 

Meskin noted the fee on the tax bill is not tax deductible.  Many communities do it this way, but he 

wanted residents to know it is not tax deductible.  

 

Meskin is not in favor of this, particularly this year.  He feels there is enough money in the general 

fund to cover the shortfall of $78,000.  He feels there have been enough increases this year already. 
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 Moved by Cassar, seconded Lorenz, to approve the resolution establishing the annual fee for 

the collection of solid waste, recycling, yard waste, leaves and other cleanup at $185.40 per 

residential unit.   

 

 Yes:  Dzenko, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar 

 No:   Meskin 

        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

 

f. Millage Rate Resolution Amending 2016/17 Millage Rates  B-005-16 

 

Martin explained by Charter City Council has to adopt the millage rates at the May meeting, which 

they did.  This resolution only amends the Garbage and Rubbish millage and total mills levied. 

 

Meskin thought it was going to be a 50/50 split.  Martin stated that was never discussed.  This equates 

to the budget. 

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Lorenz, to approve the millage rate resolution amending the 

millage rate for Garbage and Rubbish to 0.8890 mills and the total millage to be levied to 21.8461 

mills as presented for Fiscal Year 2016/17. 

 

 Yes:  Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Dzenko, Meskin 

 No:   None 

        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

 

g.  Amend Appropriations Resolution Adopting 2016/17 Garbage and Rubbish Fund 

 

Martin explained this resolution changes the Garbage and Rubbish Budget from $236,796 to 

$233,968.   

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Lorenz, to amend the appropriations resolution setting the budget 

for 2016/17 as presented.   

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None 

        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

 

h.  Traffic Control Order 2016 Fireworks 

 

Jim Smith asked why the City decided to ban parking on streets and boulevards.  He feels this is very 

un-neighborly.  Neil Friedman feels it needs to be ground zero otherwise emergency vehicles can’t 
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get through.  Cassar recalled there were complaints of damage to properties and boulevards.  Lorenz’ 

recollection was there was a lot of concern when the streets were newly repaved, so they tested out 

the “no parking on the streets”.  They received great feedback. He agrees it is a hassle for guests, but 

it is safer and a good thing to do.   

 

Meskin asked Martin if the gates will kept closed during and after the fireworks.  Martin confirmed 

they would, just as they have in the past.   

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Lorenz, to approve the Traffic Control Order for the Fireworks 

on July 3, 2016 as presented. 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:  None 

        MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

i.  Fee for Parking at Community Center During Fireworks 

 

City Council talked about additional parking at City Hall.  Martin stated there wouldn’t be any room.  

The police, reserves, and employees all park there.  Zubrzycki asked about the property across from 

City Hall.  Martin stated that could be a possibility, but would need permission. 

 

 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Meskin, to approve offering parking at the Community 

Center for $15 advance purchase and $20 the day of the event using the same system as in past years. 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None 

        MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

j.  Adjourn to Executive Session to Discuss Personnel Evaluations  A-009-12 

 

 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular meeting to go into executive 

session to discuss the City Manager’s performance evaluation. 

 

 Yes:   

 No:  None  

       MOTION CARRIED 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 

 

The executive session adjourned and City Council reconvened the regular meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
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        A-010-12 

 Moved by Lorenz, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Manager’s performance 

evaluation as discussed in closed session. 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None 

       MOTION CARRIED 

 

NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 

b. Parking in ROW 

c. Fire Department 

d. Seawall – Pontiac Drive and Lakeview Beach 

e. ROW Policy 

 

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 

  Moved by Lorenz, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 

 

 Yes:  All 

 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.  

 

                                                                                          

       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


